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Die Deutsche Philasophie der Gegenwart in Selbstdarstellungen. Mit 

einer Einfuhrung, herausgegeben von Dr. Raymund Schmidt. 

Erster und Zweiter Bande. Leipzig, Felix Meiner, 1921. — pp. viii, 

228, 203. 

These two volumes constitute a decided novelty in philosophical 
literature. Statements on the part of sixteen representative thinkers 
of any country — of the development, purposes and results of their 
thinking, as they see them, could under no circumstances be wholly 
lacking in interest. The appearance of such a collection in Germany 
at the present time is at once a welcome insight into the best German 
thought and feeling since the war, and a contribution towards the 
reinstatement of international culture. With the exception of Otto 
Spengler's Der Untergang des Abendlandes, it is in this respect the 
most illuminating book that has come into the present writer's hands. 

Dr. Schmidt, the editor of the series, has succeeded in enlisting 
some of the most influential German writers in his enterprise — not 
without some difficulties, as one reads between the lines. The varied 
tendencies and contrasts in thought represented in the collection 
suffice to relieve the editor of any suspicion of personal or phil- 
osophical bias in their selection. The contributors to the first volume 
are Paul Barth, Erich Becher, Hans Driesch, Karl Joel, A. Meinong, 
Paul Natorp, Johannes Rhemke, Johannes Volkelt; to the second 
volume, Erich Adrickes, Clemens Baeumke, Jonas Cohn, Hans Cor- 
nelius, Karl Gross, Alois Hoefler, Ernst Troeltsch, and Hans Vai- 
hinger. Other volumes are to follow. 

The motive of the collection is the editor's conviction of the es- 
sential differences betwen philosophical and scientific method — the 
impersonality of the former, and the inevitable presence in the latter 
of a subjective and personal element. It is the indissoluble unity of 
' denken' and ' werten' in all significant philosophy which makes such 
supplementation of technical studies by total reactions an indispens- 
able condition of the understanding of the true inwardness of phil- 
osophical thought. Whatever one's view of this conception ot 
philosophy, he can not fail to recognize the success with which the idea 
has been carried out. The practical difficulties in the way of its 
successful execution are sufficiently obvious. Dr. Schmidt is to be 
congratulated on the virtual absence of those elements of self-ad- 
vertisement and of professional rivalry which one might have legit- 
imately expected and feared. 
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Specific references to the war are rare and, which one exception, 
markedly restrained and general. Yet the effects of this untoward 
experience on German philosophy are unmistakable. A deepened 
tone, a greater seriousnesss, a turning from technicalities to the 
traditional problems of philosophy and in some cases to the tradi- 
tional solutions of these problems, in short a preoccupation with what 
Sir Thomas Browne called the " magnalities " — all this is observable 
on every page. More specifically, one notes an intensification of ethical 
and social interest, a general movement towards metaphysics as such, 
an almost universal recognition of the centrality of the 'value prob- 
lem,' and an increased impetus to the reaction to idealism already 
under way before the war. Doubtless an enterprise such as this has 
made possible the expression of general attitudes long maturing and 
hitherto kept in the background, but surely there can be no mistake 
in seeing in the war and its aftermath an agent which has precipitated 
tendencies long held in solution. 

To the general reader the papers of Driesch, Troeltsch and Vai- 
hinger will probably prove the most interesting. The famous biolo- 
gist, since 1912 wholly given to philosophy, and now lecturing on 
logic and metaphysics at Bonn, furnishes a fascinating account of 
his philosophical system and its development. Ernst Troeltsch's ac- 
count of his pilgrim's progress from mere historicity and psycholo- 
gism, in matters of religion, to metaphysics, is not only one of the most 
interesting personal documents of our time, but is surely typical of 
the inherent logic of the philosophy of religion since Ritschl. Vai- 
hinger's restatement of his positivistic idealism is not only interesting 
in itself, but also aids in the understanding of other contributors 
to the two volumes, such as Cornelius and Groos who are collaborat- 
ing with him on the journal, founded in 1919, to further the "Phil- 
osophic des Als Ob." To the present writer, however, the most 
interesting papers are those of Troeltsch and Jonas Cohn, which, 
perhaps more than any others, represent what is distinctive in the 
development of recent German philosophy under the influence of 
Windelband and Rickert. In different ways both have passed through 
the psychological and epistemological stages of value theory into 
metaphysics. Nor is it wholly a matter of coincidence that for Cohn 
the great desideratum of his later years is a theory of dialectic as an 
organ of value theory, and that with this problem has come a renewed 
interest in Hegel; while for Troeltsch the solution of his problem of 
the validity of religious values " lies in the direction of Malebranche, 
Leibnitz and Hegel." 
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This drift to idealism is the most distinctive note of the two 
volumes taken as a whole. Some of it is a vague if general re- 
action against the exclusively scientific point of view. Some of it is 
a definite and conscious return to the heroes of German idealism 
long neglected. But for the most part it is that broader idealism that 
. Windelband had in mind when in his lectures on Die Philosophie in 
Deutschen Geistesleben des XIX Jahrhtmderts, he concluded with 
one on " Die neuen Wertprobleme und die Ruckkehr zum Idealismus." 
This return, instead of being arrested, seems to have been quickened 
by the war. Whatever the effect on German life and the German 
people as a whole, German philosophy, in so far as these volumes 
may be taken as an indication, not only recognizes that " wir auch in 
geistigen Dingen ganz anders sind als vor dem Kriege," but also 
understands where its true strength and inspiration lies. 

Wilbur M. Urban. 
Hanover, N. H. 



